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







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 



 



 



 


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 



             





(=C D2%722E%6:%5001234562%692%?:@1%0@10:>2>%:?%692%"23:;21<%=21>4:7%H469%692%7:62>%57E%500B<%
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 

 

                



 


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 .@6B472>             



 ,@FU236%>6562G276>


 V::67:62> 



 A1:>>W12?212732>


 !2X6           

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 

 





 

 



!"#!$%&'#())(*+%,&"(&,%-%,&,,(.*%.*&%



 
/>>487G276>M%

• 



%
• 

%
• 



%

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• 




                

               



%
o &76412%T4FB2%H469%V::67:62>%47%!H:%Y251>M%

%
o &76412%T4FB2%H469%V::67:62>%47%.72%Y251M% 

%
o .BE%:1%*2H%!2>65G276%H469%V::67:62>%47%!H:%Y251>M%

%
o .BE% :1% *2H% !2>65G276% H469% V::67:62>% 47% .72% Y251M%      

%
• "25E$4>D:1EC3:G    
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         

 





                  















                   




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

 
                

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 



 



               



 

           



((C D2%722E%6:%826%:@1>2B;2>%2^@4002E%H469%692%01:021%Z6::B>[K692%D:1E%57E%692%,04146WW47%
:1E21%6:%B25E%692%9:G2%G226478>%_:1%500:476G276>`M%

 

 





     

    



                





       



 



(((C !927%H2%722E%6:%B25E%692%9:G2%G226478>%F<%2??2364;2B<%@>478%692%G474>61<%0@FB43564:7>M%%

 



 



 



      





 



 




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• 

              





• 

o 
o 
o 
,@882>62E%@>2M%

         

             

              

              






•         

          



o               



             



o 

o             

              


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              
              

       





               
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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

%
%
%
%

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


         


            

      


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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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
















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



























   


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  



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







   


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


  








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

        

           



 





 


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 



             



 

                  



 
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             




                 




           


     


              




 

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• 



 



• 



              



  





• 

                 

              



• 





• 

9660Maa8635C@>a0E?aT4FB435BP2>>:7>a%




           







!"#$%&'()*(#)
What is the difference between “the faith” (objective faith) and “faith”
(subjective faith) according to the revelation of the New Testament?

+($,#-)*(#

(Ref.: 1 Tim. 1:193)

!"#$%&'().,'
Present to one another the six major items of the Christian faith.

Cite at least one appropriate verse reference for each. 
+($,#-).,'

(Ref.: II. A.-F.)

!"#$%&'()./-##
How should we handle the faith both positively and negatively?

+($,#-)./-##

(Ref.: III., IV. - Be nourished with it and fi ght for it.)

!"!#$%#$&&'(&%&$)"$&*%+,(-./$(0.#%0),01

+,)01$)%)$.-"(2

The Speciality, Generality, and Practicality of the Church Life, Chapter 1
!"During the week read through the Further Reading if you have time.

)$3"$4%5,$&0"'(&

-"&6,&&"'(

#"Answer the Review Questions, which are based directly upon the lesson contents.

What does it mean that 1. the faith is our speciality?  
What is the sole basis on which we receive the believers (Rom. 14:1–15:13)?2. 
What are examples of proper receiving and improper rejection of the 3. 
believers on the basis of the Christian faith?

$"Consider and discuss the following Discussion Questions.

The text of this guide has drawn heavily from the ministry of Witness Lee. Recovery Version is a registered trademark of Living Stream Ministry.
©2008 Bibles for America P.O. Box 17537 • Irvine, CA 92623

!"!#$%#$&&'(&%&$)"$&*%+,(-./$(0.#%0),01

&6)"70,)$%)$.-"(2
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%"Read these verses. Select one verse to pray over as an opening prayer to this lesson.
Suggested Memory Verses are indicated by an *.

&"For more in-depth understanding, read these Supplemental Verses and Notes.

0).&12)0304
Holding faith and a good conscience, concerning which some, thrusting these 

away, have become shipwrecked regarding the faith. 

+5%$)637
And the word of God grew, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem 

multiplied greatly; and a large number of the priests obeyed the faith.

0).&12)8369:);34
If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good minister of 
Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith and of the good 

teaching which you have closely followed.
Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 

<"=#);9
Beloved, while using all diligence to write to you concerning our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you and exhort you to earnestly 

contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.

>).&12)8379
I have fought the good fi ght; I have fi nished the course; I have kept the faith.

&,77#$/$(0.#%3$)&$&%.(-%('0$&

0).&12)0304;:)+5%$)637>:)0).&12)836>?);:);340:)<"=#);0?);

@A/2)830;>

Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge
of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature

of the fullness of Christ.

'"Read the Focus Statement as a summary of the lesson’s main point.

+'6,&%.(-%$87$)"$(6$

B'%#3)C'-%&'($)'D)%/&$)E#$$'()F-#)$/F=#=)%')'"%E&(#)F)1'-#)5'(=#($#=)G#-$&'()'D)&%$)5'(%#(%2

As believers in Christ our speciality is the Christian faith—the contents of 
what we believe; we must be nourished with the words of the faith to grow 
in life and to minister Christ to others. Our basis for receiving the believers is 
based uniquely upon the faith and we contend earnestly for it to maintain the 
oneness of the Body of Christ.



!"!#$%#$&&'(&%&$)"$&*%+,(-./$(0.#%0),01
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!"Discuss the Key Points, which are based on the verses and notes listed. (Word Studies in bold.) #"The following Ministry Excerpt provides further exposition on this topic. Read as time permits.

I. ! “The faith” is objective and refers to the things in which we believe; it is different   
 from “faith” which is subjective referring to our act of believing—1 Tim 1:193.

II.!!“The faith,” that is, the objective faith, refers to what the believers believe in
 concerning Christ and His redemptive work; the full contents of the faith
 are composed of the entire revelation in the New Testament concerning
 "#$%&!'()!*(&+,-(.+!(/#.#-0—Acts 6:72; 1 Tim. 1:11, par. 2: 

! 12!*3(!4567( is the Word of God, divinely inspired by God and is the very
  breath of God—2 Pet. 1:212; 2 Tim. 3:162.

! 42! "#$ is uniquely one but also triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit; the
  three coexist and coinhere simultaneously—1 Cor. 8:4, 62; 1 Tim. 2:51;
  Matt. 3:16-171; John 14:71.

! 82!!8395&+!was the very God in eternity and became a man in time; His deity is
  complete and His humanity is perfect; hence, He is both God and man, 
  possessing both divinity and humanity—John 1:14, 5,141, 2, par. 1;  John 20:281;
  Rom. 9:51; 1 Tim. 2:53.

! :2!*3(!)#9;!#<!8395&+=!Christ became a man in incarnation, died on the cross
  for our redemption, rose from the dead for our regeneration, ascended to
  the heavens to be the Lord of all, and will come back as the Bridegroom to
  the church—John 1:143; 1 Pet. 2:241; 1 Pet. 1:34; John 3:29-301.

! >2! ?,7@,+5#.=!A sinner must repent to God and believe in Christ for forgiveness
  of sins, for redemption, for justifi cation, and for regeneration in order that he
  may have the eternal life to become a child of God and a member of Christ—
  Mark 1:152, 3; John 3:162; Acts 2:385; Rom. 3:243; John 3:62, 36 ;1:122;    
  1 Cor. 12:27.

! A2! *3(!/3B9/3 is composed of all the genuine believers in Christ, as the Body
  of Christ and is universally one; a local church, as the expression of the Body of
  Christ, is locally one—one city, one church—Eph. 1:224, 231; Col. 1:24,
  Eph. 4:41; Rev. 1:111.

III.!We need to nourish ourselves with the words of the faith so that we can grow in   
 life, minister Christ to others, hold the mystery of the faith, and arrive together at   
 the oneness of such a faith—1 Tim. 4:62, 3; Eph. 4:132.

IV.!We should also fi ght the good fi ght of the faith, earnestly contend for the faith,
 and keep the faith so that we may be rewarded by the Lord at His second
 appearing—1 Tim. 6:12; Jude 33; 2 Tim. 4:71.

/"("&0)3%$56$)40

*
he speciality of the church life is the faith. In the New Testament the word 
faith is used with two different meanings. First, it means the action of believing 
(Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:8; Heb. 11:1). We have faith in the Lord Jesus, and this is the 

action of believing. This is the subjective meaning of the word faith. There is also the 
second meaning, that is, the objective meaning of the word faith. Faith used in this way 
refers to the things in which we believe, the object of our faith, our belief (Titus 1:4; 
Rev. 14:12; 2 Tim. 4:7). So when we say the speciality of the church life is the faith, we 
mean the faith which is the object of our believing. This is what we call our Christian 
faith.  As Christians we have a unique faith.

Paul said he fought the good fi ght and kept the faith (2 Tim. 4:7), and he also charged 
Timothy to fi ght the good fi ght of the faith (1 Tim. 6:12). Jude told us to contend 
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints (Jude 3). The faith mentioned in 
these verses does not mean our believing action, but refers to the things in which we 
believe for our salvation and for the church life…Thus, the faith is something unique, 
something specifi c, something special. Therefore, in the church life we have only one 
thing that is specifi c or special. That is the faith, our Christian faith, which is composed 
of the beliefs concerning the Bible, God, Christ, the work of Christ, salvation, 
and the church.

The faith is the speciality of the church life. This is something very specifi c, very special. 
Concerning these points of our Christian faith there should be no argument. If we are 
going to fi ght for something, we have to fi ght for this. There is no need for us to fi ght 
for other things. We have to fi ght the good fi ght of such a faith (1 Tim. 6:12). We have 
to contend for such a faith (Jude 3). We have to teach and preach such a faith. 

All Christians are the same in the faith, but we may be very, very different in the 
doctrines…Then what shall we emphasize? Shall we emphasize the doctrines? If so, 
we will become divisive and eventually will be divided. We should not emphasize the 
doctrines, but only our Christian faith. We can emphasize this because with the faith 
there is no argument. In the faith we have no problems. We all are the same.
Witness Lee, The Speciality, Generality, and Practicality of the Church Life (Anaheim: Living Stream Ministry, 1983), 7-8, 12, 14.

7')-%&0,-"$&

"#$%&!'()!*(&+,-(.+!>/#.#-0=!the central revelation of the New Testament, con-
cerning God’s plan to dispense Himself in Christ as the Spirit into all His believers 
for the building up of His Body, the church (Eph. 1:10; 3:9; 1 Tim. 1:3-4).

!"!#$%#$&&'(&%&$)"$&*%+,(-./$(0.#%0),01



BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN

REVIEW QUESTIONS

!"Answer the Review Questions, which are based directly upon the lesson contents.

The text of this guide has drawn heavily from the ministry of Witness Lee. Recovery Version is a registered trademark of Living Stream Ministry.
©2009 Bibles for America P.O. Box 17537 • Irvine, CA 92623

BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN

SCRIPTURE READING

#"Read these verses. Select one verse to pray over as an opening prayer to this lesson.
Suggested Memory Verses are indicated by an *.

$"For more in-depth understanding, read these Supplemental Verses and Notes.

John 3:5*
Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

John 3:6*
That which is born of the fl esh is fl esh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:14
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up.

John 3:16*
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone 

who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.

John 3:29
He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 

stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom’s voice. 
This joy of mine therefore is made full.

John 3:30
He must increase, but I must decrease.

SUPPLEMENTAL VERSES AND NOTES

John 3:21, 33, 52, 62, 141, 161-2, 301

Note: Portions of this lesson are shaded to outline a more condensed version of its content.

The Need of the Moral – Life’s Regenerating

Question One
What does it mean to be born anew or regenerated?

Answer One

(Ref.: II. and III.)

Question Two
What was the signifi cance of Christ being lifted up in the form of the serpent?

Answer Two

(Ref.: IV.)

Question Three
What is eternal life and how can we be regenerated to have eternal life?

Answer Three

 (Ref.: V.)

Question Four
What is the positive issue or goal of our being regenerated?

Answer Four

 

(Ref.: VI.)



I.  The Lord’s commitment to man is not in miracles, but only in life that  
 man might be regenerated and God might be multiplied— John 3:11.

II. Man must be born anew - born of water and of the Spirit - to be ter 
 minated and germinated to see and enter the kingdom of God—  
 John 3:31-3, 3:52.

III. To be born anew is to be born of the divine Spirit in our human  
 spirit—John 3:62.

IV. The Lord was lifted up on the cross to be the reality of the bronze  
 serpent, our Substitute, to deal with the poisonous nature of Satan  
 within us—John 3:141.

V. When we believe into God’s only begotten Son, He deals with the  
 serpentine nature in us and we are regenerated with eternal life—John  
 3:151, 161-2.

VI. Regeneration makes the believers the corporate bride for Christ’s  
 increase—John 3:29-36, 301, 311.

BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN

KEY POINTS

!Discuss the Key Points, which are based on the verses and notes listed. (Word studies in bold.)

"The following Ministry Excerpt provides fur ther exposition on this topic. Read as time permits.

MINISTRY EXCERPT

R     
egeneration requires two elements—water and Spirit. On the 

negative side, the water terminates us; on the positive side, the 

Spirit germinates us. In this way we experience a new bir th and 

become a new being. Bir th always produces a being. When a child 

is born, this means a new being is produced. 

I hope that all the saints, especially those who have been saved in recent years, 

will have a clear understanding concerning their salvation. When we believed 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, we were regenerated to become a new being. 

Regeneration does not simply mean that we put away the things from the past 

and have a new beginning. Regeneration is a matter of terminating our old being 

and being generated to have a new being produced in us. With our old being 

we have the natural life, and with the new being we have the divine life. What 

we were was of the old life, the human life. What we received through regen-

eration is a new life, the divine life. This divine life is the seed of our new being. 

Regeneration is absolutely not a matter of imitating what Christians do or 

repeating what they say. To be regenerated is to receive another life, eternal life, 

the life of God. Before we believed in the Lord Jesus, we did not have this divine 

life. But from the time we believed in the Lord and called on His name, we have 

had the life of God. When we were regenerated, the divine life was imparted 

into us to make us a new being. This is regeneration, which is both a mystery 

and a sign.

Witness Lee, The Fulfi llment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings of John (Anaheim: Living 
Stream Ministry, 1991), 69, 70

WORD STUDIES

Regeneration: to be born anew, to be born from God. It is the termination 
of people of the old creation and the germination of people of the new cre-
ation with the divine life. It is accomplished in the human spirit by the Holy 
Spirit with God’s life.

BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN

#Read the Focus Statement as a summary of the lesson’s main point.

FOCUS AND EXPERIENCE

To enter God’s kingdom, we need to be born anew, regenerated with the 
eternal life by believing into Christ. Only in this way can God deal with Satan’s 
nature in us and make us Christ’s bride.

FURTHER READING

Life-study of John, Messages 8 -10; The Fulfi llment of the Tabernacle and 
the Offerings in the Writings of John, Messages 6 - 7

$%During the week read through the Further Reading if you have time.
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

      





               



            

             

                 



















  


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               


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

                



                 









    







                 

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

CRUCIAL VERSES CONCERNING THE WORD OF GOD 

 

\566C%LML% 



P@J2%OMS% 



P@J2%RMOO% %

g:97%OMOI%OL% O%

OL


g:97%bMSL% 

%

g:97%cMcN% 



g:97%OdMOd% 

/36>%SMLO% 

%

/36>%LMLI%NOF% L%



NOF%
%

/36>%cMLI%d% L%

d


/36>%RMLI%Sb% L%



Sb


/36>%OOMOI%OeF% O



OeF

/36>%OSMSL% %

/36>%ONMbI%ScFI%% b

LLI%LRI%Le% 

ScF
LL


LR


Le%

/36>%OLMN% 



%

/36>%ObMd3I%NbF% d3

NbF%%

/36>%ORMbI%OO% b



OO%%
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

/36>%OeMOfI%Sf% Of



Sf%%

/36>%SfMNS% 

%

":GC%OfMRI%Od% R



Od%%

O%A:1C%OMOR% 



O%A:1C%OSMR% 

%

S%A:1C%bMOeF% /

S%A:1C%cMd% 

%

+5BC%cMc% %

&09C%OMON% 

%

&09C%bMSc% %

&09C%cMOd% 

%

)94BC%SMOc% 

%

A:BC%OMbFI%SbF% bF

SbF%%

A:BC%NMOc% 



%

A:BC%LMN% 

%

O%!92>C%OMR% 



%

S%!92>C%NMO% 

%

O%!4GC%LMcF% 

%

O%!4GC%bMOdF%

O%!4GC%cMN% 

%

S%!4GC%OMON%

%

S%!4GC%SMeI%Ob% e

Ob

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

S%!4GC%LMS% 

%

!46@>%OMe% 

%

$2FC%LMOS% 



%

$2FC%bMON% 

%

$2FC%cMOI%b% O



b

$2FC%ONMd% 



g5G2>%OMORI%SO% OR



SO%
%

O%)26C%OMSNFI%Sb% SNF

Sb%
%

O%)26C%SMS% 

%

O%g:97%OMO3% %

O%g:97%SMOL% 



%

"2;C%OMSI%e% S

e%


%

"2;C%NMR% 

%

"2;C%cMeF% 



"2;C%OeMON% 

"2;C%SfMLF%% 









%
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