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Hymns: 806, 812
Scripture Reading: Acts 4:31; 6:7; 12:24; 19:20; Neh. 8:1, 3, 8, 12-13, 18

The proper increase in the Lord’s recovery results from the growth of God’s living word within people.
We must learn how to use the Recovery Version with its features to be equipped and constituted to sow
the word into people’s hearts.
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A. While the disciples and apostles were praying in Acts 4, they were filled with the Spirit and began to
speak the word with boldness—Acts 4:31.

B. In Acts we are told three times that the word grew and that the word multiplied; the multiplication
of the disciples depends on the growth of the word—Acts 6:7; 12:24; 19:20.

C. Those who received the Spirit did not go out and preach the Spirit; rather, they preached the word,
the scattered one in Acts 8 went out to bring the good news of the word (v. 1; 20:25; 28:23).

D. Our activity in propagating Christ must be through the word; when we sow the word into others, we
also sow Christ as the kingdom of God into them.

1:%F2%E4;472B<%3:7>646@62E%H2%722E%6:%E54B<9P5 EREBO2H: 1IEK*29C%RMOI1%7:62%0I1%NI1%RI1%0OSM

A. To reconstitute the people of God is to educate them by putting them into the Word of God that they
may be saturated with the word.

B. Through our daily reading of the divine Word, the word of God works within us, and the Spirit,
through the word, spontaneously dispenses God’s nature with God’s element into our being, causing
us to be constituted with God.
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A. To present the truth—to bring you into the truth.

B. To minister the life supply—to give you much nourishment.

C. To solve the common and hard problems in the Bible—to remove all the obstacles on your
“driveway” so you can drive your “study car” through any book of the Bible without stops.

D. To open up the books of the Bible—to “open up the mine” in the Bible, to expose the treasures so it
is easy for you to dig out the treasures.
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A. .@6B472>—Convey the spiritual meaning of each book and provide a bird’s-eye view of each
chapter and book; appear at the beginning of each book and are embedded within the text.

B. ,@FU236%>6562G276>Express the spiritual meaning and give a clear and concise understanding
of the focus of each book; appear at the beginning of each book.

C. V:67:62> —Stress the revelation of the truth, the spiritual light, and the supply of life conveyed
in the Word of God; are identified by superscript numbers embedded in the text.

D. Al:>>W12?212732>Lead to other verses not only with the same expressions and facts, but also
with related spiritual revelation; are identified by superscript letters embedded in the text.

E. 12X6 —Accurately expresses the meaning of the original Greek text with English that is to the
point, easy to understand, and readable.
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A. We should read the books of the Bible sequentially, consecutively, and not randomly.

B. Inreading the Bible, we should receive inspiration and turn it into prayer, blending our reading of
the Word with prayer; the moment we receive inspiration, we should stop reading, turn the
inspiration into prayer, pray briefly, and then resume our reading.

C. We should all have a set time each day to read the Bible.

D. Reading the Bible is a life necessity; we must read the Bible legally every day—Matt. 4:4.
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Review your progress from the previous series’ assignments, particularly in (1) passing out 1 gospel tract a
day, in (2) meeting weekly with companions to pray and fellowship over possible people to contact and in
going out together to contact people, and in (3) using the “Weekly Schedule Worksheet.” %

If you have not yet begun to meet weekly with 1-2 companions, identify someone you could meet with and
schedule a time to get together this week. %

In meeting with your companion(s) this week, set a Bible-reading goal to include as one of your goals in
the grey “goals” portion of the “Weekly Schedule Worksheet.” See resources and references below to assist
you in your planning. Your plan must be sustainable but should not extend beyond five years. %

T4FB2%"25E478%,392E@B478%"2>:@132>M%%

In the back of each Holy Word for Morning Revival, there is a 2-year reading schedule for both the Old

Testament with footnotes and the New Testament with footnotes. Each checkbox is portioned so that you

would complete either the Old Testament or the New Testament in two years by completing one checkbox

a day. This schedule also included in Using the Recovery Version: An Illustrated Guide and can be

downloaded at: http://online.recoveryversion.org/. This schedule does not have dates so if you lapse in your

reading, simply resume from where you left off. The portioning in this schedule roughly follows the

sectioning of the Recovery Version outline of each book. Several suggested reading plans for reading the

text with the footnotes include:%

o &76412%TAFB2%H469%V::67:62>%47%'H:%Y2bheMPEeckbox a day from both the Old Testament and
the New Testament schedule%

o &76412%T4FB2%H469%V::67:62>%47% .72% Y&6dMBeckboxes a day in both the Old Testament and
the New Testament%

o .BE%:1%*2H%!2>65G276%H469%V::67:62>%47%'H:%Y251xd%heckboxes a day from either the Old
Testament or New Testament schedule%

o .BE%:1%*2H% 12>65G276% H469% V::67:62>% 47% .72% Y2%3iM%heckbox a day from either the Old
Testament or New Testament schedule%

"25E$4>D:1EC3:G . Bibles for America offers a free customizable online Bible reading scheduling tool.
You can configure it by selecting a start book and an end book, a start date and end date, specify the days
on which you want to read, and whether you will be reading with or without footnotes, and it will
automatically generate a schedule for you. You can create multiple schedules as well. The service can be
configured so you receive email alerts daily, weekly or monthly with a hyperlink to read the text online
(from http://online.recoveryversion.org/ which has full text, outlines, and notes for the New Testament and
full text and outlines for the Old Testament). You can generate a schedule and print it out or access it
anywhere online. If you fall behind, the schedule can also automatically shift your schedule back entirely
or reapportion your schedule to finish on the original target end date. Finally, the site includes articles
about the history of the Bible—its transmission, translation, and interpretation as well as key ministry
quotes on the value of reading the Bible and on how to read the Bible. %

Z219122% 47% 692% .BE% 57E% .72% 47% 692% *PhHf basic approach given by Brother Nee for believers to
study the Bible to acquire knowledge and to receive light. If it the first time a new believer is reading the
Bible, it may be advisable to set up a schedule to complete the entire Bible, text only, within a year to gain
a basic understanding and overall view. Using this approach, a believer should be able to complete the
Bible a number of times in their lifetime and build up a lifelong habit of daily Bible reading.%

\474>61<%"2?212732>M%

Witness Lee:%

The Full Knowledge of the Word%

How to Enjoy God and Practice the Enjoyment of God, chapters 6 and 13%
Lessons for New Believers, chapter 6 %

Life Lessons, chapters 5 and 6%

On Knowing the Word%

Watchman Nee:%

o How to Study the Bible %

o New Believers’ Series: Reading the Bible%

O O O O O
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Ministry Excerpts

1$&%](=(*&%D."1%(*%!$&%*&D%! &, !N&*1%

I want to impress you that the divine Word is what we really need and we should be one with the Word, full of
the Word, saturated with the Word, and constituted with the Word. Then when we minister, we minister the Word
by the Spirit. We do not minister the Spirit by the Word, but we minister the Word by the Spirit. In chapter four of
Acts, while the disciples and the apostles were praying, they were filled with the Spirit and began to speak the word
with boldness (Acts 4:31). They did not teach or preach the Spirit; the Spirit was only the power for them to preach
the word.

In Acts we are told three times that the word grew and that the word multiplied (Acts 6:7; 12:24; 19:20). A
lifeless thing can never grow but the word grows. Actually, the multiplication of the disciples depends upon the
growth of the word. However, many who read Acts would mostly pay their attention to the Spirit. No doubt, the
Spirit is stressed in Acts. But those who received the Spirit did not go out and preach the Spirit. Rather, they
preached the word. Many verses in Acts tell us that what was preached and taught by the first group of believers
was the word. The scattered ones in Acts 8 went out to bring the good news of the word (v. 1). People believed in the
word, received the word, and the word became so prevailing in that it grew and multiplied. In Acts 12 is a very
meaningful contrast. King Herod was persecuting the church and especially Peter, but eventually Herod died (v. 23).
Right after his death Acts 12:24 says, “But the word of God grew and multiplied.” The persecutor died but the word
grew. (Elders’ Training Book 5: Fellowship Concerning the Lord’s Up-to-date Move, pp. 38-39)

1$&%0)#").,&%.V%!$&%"&A.=&"Y%=&",(.*%D(!1$%!$&%*.!&,%
To Present the Truth

In 1974 I began to write the notes for the Recovery Version of the Bible. I have written these notes to expound
the books of the Bible for a few purposes. The main purpose is to bring you into the truth. As of January of 1985, we
had trainings over the entire twenty-seven books of the New Testament. Those of you who have been trainees in the
trainings should have realized that the first purpose of the notes of the Recovery Version is to present the truth. I do
not believe you can find as many basic truths in other books as you have found in the Recovery Version. Other
expositions and commentaries, for example, do not correctly point out what the main truth in the book of Matthew
is. The Recovery Version clearly points out that this is a book on the kingdom of the heavens and it gives you a
proper definition of the truths concerning the kingdom of the heavens.

To Minister the Life Supply

The first purpose of the notes is to present to you the truth, and the second purpose is to minister to you the life
supply. Many of you can testify that you do not get as much nourishment from other expositions and commentaries
as you can from the Recovery Version.

To Solve the Common and Hard Problems in the New Testament

The third purpose of the notes is to help us to solve the common and hard problems in the New Testament. In
nearly every book of the New Testament there are some questions which are hard to answer and some problems and
points which are hard to understand. The notes in the Recovery Version are also an attempt to solve the hard
problems in the Bible to help the readers get through them. I have had much experience as a young man studying
the Bible. I came to a certain point in the Bible that I could not understand and I became stuck on that point. For
instance, 2 Peter 2:4 refers to the gloomy pits to which the angels who sinned were delivered. When I read this in
the Chinese version as a young man I got stuck on this point. I did not know what the Chinese meant by a gloomy
pit. In the Recovery Version, however, there are adequate notes to help on problems such as these (see note 42 in 2
Peter 2 and note 193 in 1 Peter 3). For problems such as these in the Bible, I spend much time to go to the original
Greek, to the lexicons, to the concordances, and to others’ expositions in order to get a proper understanding. By the
Lord’s mercy, I believe and thank the Lord that I received such an understanding. Therefore, for each of these
problems I have given you a proper interpretation to help you to understand them properly. This means to remove
all the obstacles on your “driveway” that you may have a clear route and highway for a drive in your Bible study.
Today we have a Recovery Version of the New Testament with nearly no obstacles on the driving way. You can drive
your “study car” through any book of the New Testament without stops. If you have a problem you can refer to the
notes for help.

To Open Up the Books of the Bible
The fourth purpose of the Recovery Version with the notes is to open up the books of the Bible. After the
Recovery Version of a book had been published, that particular book of the Bible was opened to us. Because we have
a Recovery Version of the entire New Testament, we must testify that the books of the New Testament have been
opened to us. We have an open book. Some teachers of the Bible admit that Revelation is a closed book and that it is
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too deep. Also, a number of believers were told not to touch Revelation and to stay away from it. To most believers
Revelation is a closed book, but when you get the Recovery Version of Revelation you cannot say that it is a closed
book. It is an open book. The Recovery Version of Revelation gives you a very brief and concise interpretation of the
book.

I have made an attempt to open every book of the New Testament to you, but I have left the further digging to
you. I have only “opened up the mine,” and I have not dug that much. The foundation which Brother Watchman Nee
laid in China helped me greatly. During his time, however, he told me that the Lord had not permitted him to write
any expositions. Through the messages I heard personally and directly from him, through the publications put out
by him, and through many direct talks with him for over at least eighteen years, I received a very solid foundational
word to build on. As a result, I picked up the burden to write the expository notes for the Recovery Version to open
each book of the New Testament to the seeking saints. Both Brother Nee and I did not have that much time to dig
further. I want to dig further and I am still digging, but I do not believe that I can do that much. Therefore, I leave
this further digging matter to you. (Elders’ Training Book 3: The Way to Carry Out the Vision, pp. 90-93)

1$&%D/Y,%!.%"&/1%!$&% T(TP&%
Reading Sequentially

First, we should read the books of the Bible sequentially. Some new believers read the Bible randomly. When
they rise in the morning, they shut their eyes and open to any page in the Bible. If they happen to open to the book
of Psalms, they read a psalm, and if they open to the book of Revelation, they read Revelation; they simply read
whatever page they open to. If the page they open to contains a difficult portion, they may avoid it and go to another
page. If they come to an easy portion, they may read for a short period of time. This is not acceptable. The Bible
must be read consecutively and not randomly. Having a responsibility before God, believers should not randomly
approach the Bible. We need to read the easy portions as well as the difficult ones. Even if we do not understand a
portion in the Bible, we still need to read it. Hence, we should always read in sequence. For example, we should even
read all the names in the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17.

Receiving Inspiration and Turning It into Prayer

In reading the Bible, we should receive inspiration and turn it into prayer. This is to blend the reading of the
Word with prayer—reading and praying, praying and reading. It is rare not to receive any inspiration after reading
a chapter or a portion of the Bible. We should always receive inspiration, regardless of which chapter or portion of
the Bible we read. We should grasp the inspiration we receive and not let it go. The moment we receive inspiration,
we should stop reading and turn the inspiration into prayer. This is to turn our reading of the Bible into prayer.
However, there is no need to pray for a long time. We should simply pray briefly and then resume our reading,
continuing to read and pray.

Having a Set Time to Read the Word

Anything that we do requires time. The best time to read the Bible is in the morning. This is based on Psalm
119:147-148, which says, “I anticipated the dawn and cried out; / I hoped in Your words”...Exodus 16 speaks of the
Israelites gathering manna in the wilderness. The manna had to be gathered in the morning before the sun
appeared, because once the sun appeared the manna would melt away...Apart from reading the New Testament
every morning, we should also find another time during the day to read the Old Testament. We should allocate a
certain amount of time every day for this. This time may be after dinner or before going to bed at night. We should
find time to sit down to read the Word of God. It is best to have these two times every day for reading the Bible.

If possible, we should spend at least twenty minutes to read the Bible, and it is better to spend even more
time...If we are unable to spend twenty minutes, we should at least spend ten minutes. We should never spend only
five minutes; we should at least spend ten minutes. This applies to our reading of the Bible in the morning as well
as at other times. It is best to spend about twenty to thirty minutes each time we read the Bible. (Lessons for New
Believers, pp. 83-105)

Reading the Bible Being a Life Necessity and Our Needing to Read the Bible Legally Every Day

Many believers do not touch and receive the word regularly. We need to daily read and pray-read the Bible. We
need to daily touch and receive a portion of the Bible regularly and even legally....We need to be legal in coming to
the Word daily. Some may ask where a law is in the New Testament that we must read the Bible legally. This law is
found in Matthew 4:4, where the Lord Jesus says, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
proceeds out through the mouth of God.” The law in this verse is that just as we eat physical food every day, so we
must receive the word of God every day. (Crucial Principles for the Christian Life and Church Life, pp. 14-15)
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Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Tim. 1:13; 2:2,15; 3:14-17; 4:2; Eph. 3:8-9; Matt. 28:19-20; 24:14

Focus: The riches in the ministry publications are the proper materials to nourish hungry seekers; we must
be constituted with the contents of the key ministry publications and learn how to use them to
skillfully and effectively shepherd people.

(C D%2%G@>6%?@B?4BB%692%P:1EQ>%3:GG4>>4:7%6:%$46146 2230, PASEA78%692%E4;472%61@69>M%

A. The Lord has given us His truths for us to spread them not only to Christians but even to the
unbelievers.

B. The points in the publications of this ministry are full of life and light; hence we should simply
present them as they are.

C. We should use the material of the ministry and should only know the truths of God’s New
Testament economy.

D. If we will use the Recovery Version, ministry booklets, and the Life-studies, and present them
to the believers and unbelievers all the time, we will not only gain people but we will build
something altogether to the Lord.

((C D2%722E%6:%826%:@1>2B;2>%2"@4002E% H469% 692%01: @4[Ma3R2% D:1E%57E% 692%,04146WW47%
11E21%6:%B25E%692%9:G2%G226478>%_:1%500:476G276> "M%

A. If we are to lead the home meetings, we first need to be equipped with a store of the Lord’s word:

1. Not only should we read the Bible, but we should also read the spiritual books in the Lord’s
recovery to help us know such things as God’s economy, the dispensing of the Triune God,
and the mystery of human life.

2. We should grasp the odd moments throughout the day by placing the Bible and ministry
books all over our house so that we can use our time well by reading at any time in any
place.

3. In this way the Lord’s word will be gradually deposited into our inward parts until it
saturates our being; then when we go out to knock on doors or to lead a home meeting, we
will be able to boldly speak and minister the Lord’s word.

B. The second “tool” for leading the home meetings is the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord Himself;
God leads us by being such a Spirit who indwells us.

C. When we speak God’s word, the Word of God, which is Spirit and life, supplies people with the
Spirit and life; as a result, when people hear it, they are infused with the divine element.

(((C 1927%H2%722E%6:%B25E%692%9:G2%G226478>%F<%2 B2%B6d;2478%692%G474>61<%0@FB43564:7>M%%

A. We need to set up a meeting in the new ones homes to teach them the pure truth; if we will use
the proper ministry books, they will respect them, keep them, and treasure them.

B. We do not need to use an entire lesson; we can circle or mark out certain paragraphs and teach
them these certain paragraphs in about twenty minutes or at the most thirty minutes.

C. Then we should give them an assignment, telling them that they have to read the rest of the
paragraphs.

D. For example, if they want to know what the church is, show them a lesson on the church; in
other words, give them a little portion for your teaching, but assign them to read the rest of the
paragraphs of a certain lesson.

E. Also encourage them to get a copy of the Recovery Version of the New Testament because they
can read all the notes.

F. After this, recommend to them our publications, the Life-study Messages, and the many other
small books; encourage them to get these publications gradually and lead them to grow into the
habit of reading the Bible and the spiritual books.
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Review the “Ministry Literature Sets Overview” that follows this outline and plan to read through the
entire document as a part of 1-2 weekly fellowship times with your companion(s) to familiarize
yourselves with the basic contents of the BFA literature sets and to consider how they may be used in
shepherding and appointments with ones you contact or are burdened to contact.

Review the attached “Ministry Literature Sets Reading Schedule” and set a goal to complete:

o The three volumes of the Basic Elements of the Christian Life series within the next two months.

o The All-inclusive Christ and The Glorious Church within five months.

o The Economy of God and The Knowledge of Life within five months.

,@882>62E% @>2AM&oschedule is provided so that you can complete all of the books listed above in one
year’s time frame. The schedule includes all the books, broken down by chapter, along the left-hand
column. Immediately beside that column you can specify your targeted completion date for each
chapter. Then, there are 48 columns representing all the weeks of 12 generic months; you can also
indicate your targeted completion dates by marking a circle in the week corresponding with your
targeted completion date for each chapter. Then, as you complete each chapter, you can mark the date
you completed it and place a check mark inside the circle. It is suggested that with your companion(s)
you schedule out your reading of each publication chapter by chapter.

As you read through the literature series, particularly with the Basic Elements of the Christian Life
series, read actively and mark-up your personal copies of the literature sets so that it becomes your
personal shepherding resource by:

o Circling or marking out the key portions and paragraphs that should be emphasized in a 20-30
minute appointment (you have to take into account that in an appointment there is always time at
the beginning and end to visit with the one you are contacting, as well as some additional time
needed at the beginning and end for prayer or pray-reading).

o Taking note of the key verses that should be emphasized, pray-read, or assigned as memory verses.

o Considering and noting possible portions that should be assigned for personal reading between
appointments or of other assignments or exercises that will help the ones you are contacting to
digest and practice the materials that you are reading.
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Introduction: The contents of the BFA ministry literature series were hand-picked by Brother Lee in
assembling progressive sets of ministry titles for free distribution by Rhema originally in the Russian-
speaking world. The contents in their entirety are beneficial and edifying for believers at all stages and as
such they may be regarded as “required reading” for all. The purpose in supplying basic synopses and usage
notes of these titles is to assist in selecting relevant portions to meet specific needs during appointments. The
uses of these books certainly extend beyond the recommendations made in the usage notes. The notes are
simply intended as an initial help and are in no way authoritative or comprehensive. It is our hope that these
notes would provide practical help for the saints to gain practice and become skillful in using the ministry
publications in shepherding and teaching.

*:62M These titles can also all be accessed for personal reading at www.ministrybooks.org

,26%0KBasic Elements of the Christian Life, Volume 1:

The Mystery of Human Life—presents six keys that unlock the mystery: God’s plan, three-part man as a
vessel to contain God, man’s fall, Christ’s redemption for God’s dispensing, man’s regeneration, and God’s
full salvation.

#>582%7:62>MGood content for a first appointment with an unbeliever or a believer; with an unbeliever to
lead them to salvation or with a believer to make a basic presentation of God’s economy: redemption,
Christ’s process, the three parts of man, and God’s full salvation.

'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMWhat is the purpose of human existence? Why is God triune? What happens after
salvation?

):>>4FB2%2X2134>2%a%5>>487G2Y6Mentify at least one verse that supports each section; (2) be able to
draw the “wire diagram” and give the key word that corresponds with each step.

The Assurance, Security, and Joy of Salvation—presents three proofs that we are saved: God’s Word
outside us, the Holy Spirit’s witness inside us, and the love for our brothers and sisters in Christ.
#>582%7:62>MGo0d content with a new believer or someone who grew up with a Christian background yet
without a clear understanding or definite assurance of their salvation.

'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMHow do I know that I am saved? Can I lose my salvation? Initially when I prayed I
felt something but now I don’t think I'm a Christian anymore.

):>>4FB2%2X2134>2%a%5>>487G B Mble to list the three proofs of salvation, supplying 1-2 key verses
supporting each.

The Precious Blood of Christ—presents the blood of Christ as the means to deal with the three basic
problems of separation from God, guilt in our conscience, and accusation from Satan so that we may live a
daily life full of God’s presence.

#>582%7:62>MGood content for a new believer, one who is burdened with guilt in their conscience, or one
who seems dull in their contact with the Lord due to preoccupation with the world.
'@2>64:7>%57>H212EM initially had a strong sense of the Lord but now He seems far away, why? What
is the difference between God’s light and Satan’s accusations? How do I deal with guilt? How come after I
confess I still have a lingering sense of condemnation?

):>>4FB2%2X2134>2%a%5>>487 G Bi6hble to support each of the three sections with relevant verses.

Calling on the Name of the Lord—presents the scriptural basis for, the purpose of, and the way and
need to practice calling on the name of the Lord.

#>582%7:62>MGood content for a mental or “academic” believer. The matter of calling on the Lord should
be covered early in our contact with any new one in conjunction with the matters of the two spirits, the
human spirit, and how to exercise our spirit.

'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMHow come I have never heard of calling on the Lord before? [not a direct answer
but allows the opportunity to present the basis of calling throughout the Old and New Testament] Since
God is omniscient why is it necessary still to call on Him? What are the benefits of calling on the Lord?
):>>4FB2% 2X2134>2% a% 5>>487G2X6Mr reading through, endeavor to lead them into the practice of
calling on the Lord. For this, it may be advisable to be in a place where you can call out audibly without
drawing too much attention to yourselves. It is advisable to even go around and have each person in the
appointment call on the Lord so that the new one can experience calling for himself/herself. Be bold to
encourage them to call deeper or stronger as needed.

7
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The Key to Experiencing Christ—the Human Spirit—presents the three parts of man with the focus
on our human spirit as the organ for us to exercise so that we may contact and experience Christ as the
life-giving Spirit within us.

#>582%7:62>MRequired reading; recommended to be covered with anyone you are meeting with early on
in your appointments because this provides a basis to lead them into the basic life practices of calling,
prayer, and pray-reading. It is difficult to make progress with a new contact if they are not helped to know
and exercise their spirit!

'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMWhat is the difference between the Holy Spirit and the human spirit? How do we
feel God or sense Him within us? How do we know the Lord’s speaking or leading?

):>>4FB2% 2X2134>2% a% 5>>487GS@MVhbove exercise related to Calling on the Name of the Lord. Also,
supply key scripture references showing that man has a human spirit (and additionally to show the two
spirits).

,26%SKBasic Elements of the Christian Life, Volume 2:

A Time with the Lord—stresses the importance of spending a daily time to obtain spiritual nourishment
by coming to the Word of God to enjoy Christ and feed upon Him by exercising our spirit to pray-read the
Word.

#>582% 7:62>MGood content for leading a sincere seeker into a deeper relationship with the Lord or a
serious reader of the Bible to enhance their reading with prayer and fellowship with the Lord.
'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMHow does reading the Word continue to be an enjoyment and not a rigid practice?
How do I find the Lord’s speaking or leading in a daily way? What is the proper way to pray?

):>>4FB2% 2X2134>2% a% 5>>487Gd%&M your contact to schedule a time, preferably in the morning, to
read the Word prayerfully; emphasize that during this time they should not read “too much” but as they
are touched to linger and pray over 2-3 verses, then to continue reading.

A Simple Way to Touch the Lord—reveals that through Christ’s processes He became a life-giving
Spirit, like the air to us, so that when we cry out, “Oh Lord,” “Amen,” or “Hallelujah,” we breathe Him in
and taste His sweetness and reality.

#>582% 7:62>MSimilar to Calling on the Name of the Lord, and A Time with the Lord. The former
emphasizes the scriptural basis of calling on the Lord and the later pray-reading. This title emphasizes
Christ becoming the life-giving Spirit and breathing Him. Though there are similarities among these
booklets, there is much value in repetition, each time leading the contacts into progressive experience of
calling, praying, and pray-reading.

Deep Calls unto Deep—stresses the importance of our having hidden spiritual roots, hidden experiences
of Christ, so that we have the spiritual depth to touch others deeply that they may receive help and be
enlightened.

#>582%7:62>MGood encouragement for believers who may primarily know the Lord in a public, meeting
setting, to be balanced by also having a hidden life with the Lord and to properly care for their “root
system.” Also presents the need for a hidden life to those who may strongly appreciate outward or
Pentecostal gifts. Brother Nee’s writings have a tone and a style that Christians may more readily identify
with or appreciate; for them to have the benefit and to be able to practice these things though, it is
important to continue stressing the basic life practices described in the previous titles: calling on the Lord,
praying, and pray-reading. Especially for young believers, these are very basic practices that are critical in
building up a hidden life with the Lord.

'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMsn’t it enough to attend the meetings regularly? How do I care for or minister life
to a friend or relative?

):>>4FB2% 2X2134>2% a% 5>>487G2I6M week, schedule a weekly or daily time for morning revival,
personal prayer, or Bible reading. It is important to follow up on these assignments, without any sense of
condemnation, but to continually encourage contacts to persevere in building up a habit of contacting the
Lord.

,26%NKBasic Elements of the Christian Life, Volume 3:

IH:%)147340B2>%:?%P4;478-The Principle of Life or the Principle of Right and Wrong—points out that
the principle of Christian living is not an outward standard of right or wrong but the inward leading of
God’s life in us.



I"HI$%& () (*+%,&" (& %-%,&,,(.*%!D.%-%\(*(,I" Y%P(! &"/1#"8%,8!,%.=8"=(&D%

#>582%7:62>MTIhis portion is very helpful in showing the contrast between living according to right and
wrong versus God’s standard of life and death. Practically, it may be helpful to supplement this reading
with the view of man as a “miniature garden of Eden” as presented in Romans 7-8 (see Recovery Version
and notes, particularly 7:23 notes 1 and 2, and 8:6 notes 1 through 3), particularly emphasizing that we
must learn to know and live according to the sense of life by setting our mind on the Spirit (Romans 8:6).
'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMWhy would the Lord lead me to take a way that is contrary to what seems “right,”
rational, or logical? Why did the Lord reject Cain’s offering in Genesis 4? I have been serving God
diligently or attending church faithfully, why would He allow certain things to happen to me or my loved
ones?

):>>4FB2%2X2134>2%a%5>>487GP78M over Romans 8:6 and its notes; practice to contact the Lord and to
differentiate and identify the contrary senses of “life and peace” versus “death.”

The Way to Build up the Church—addresses the way to build the church according to the three aspects
of the plan of God: to express God through the sonship, to defeat and shame Satan, and to head up all
things in Christ.

#>582% 7:62>MThe vision of Christ making His home in our hearts may be considered the “heart of the
heart,” that is the central passage among the four books regarded as the heart of the divine revelation:
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. This booklet connects the building up of the church
with Christ making His home in our heart. This is a wonderful introduction to God’s purpose concerning
the church, relating our subjective spiritual experience to God’s need for a corporate expression. It
introduces the vision of the church without touching on any items of the local ground, etc. In making this
initial presentation of the church, it is recommended that the fellowship mainly focus on these intrinsic
matters without specific discussion of the local ground unless questions are directly asked in that
direction. Otherwise, a vision of Ephesians 3:14-19 is a necessary foundation for believers to practice the
church life in oneness on the ground of locality.

'@2>64:7>% 57>H212EMWhat is the vision of the church in Ephesians? What is Paul talking about in
chapter 3 of Ephesians? How does God build the church today? How will the Lord gain the church with so
many divisions among Christians?

):>>4FB2% 2X2134>2% a% 5>>487G276rMhe next week/month, etc, prayerfully read and pray over
Ephesians 3:14-19, making this prayer your prayer to the Lord and even committing it to memory.

Pray-reading the Word—presents the Word of God as food to nourish us and reveals that the essence of
God’s Word is Spirit. It points out that the way to come to the Word is by prayer and shows us how to
pray-read the Word.

#>582%7:62>MJust as with the matters of the two spirits and calling on the Lord, a basic introduction to
pray-reading is a critical factor to a new or young believer’s growth in life. It is also highly recommended
that this matter be covered within the first month of meeting with a new believer or contact.
'@2>64:7>%57>H212EMHow does the Word become living to me in my experience? How can I be nourished
by the Word?

):>>4FB2%2X2134>2%a%5>>487G2d6sMas with calling, it is critical that in your fellowship and reading
you ultimately come to the point of practice, particularly in getting the new believer to open their mouth
to pray-read. Many times what is helpful is to use “echo pray-reading” where you take the lead to pray
small phrases and have them repeat after you. Always, encourage them gently but boldly to pray out
audibly.
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,26%SKThe All-inclusive Christ presents the good land of Canaan as an all-inclusive type of Christ in His
spaciousness, ascendancy, and unsearchable riches. It also shows us how to possess this land, enter the land,
and live in the land, issuing in the church as the temple for God’s dwelling and the city for His kingdom.

.@6B472M%%
(C 192%/BBW473B@>4;2%A914>6K/7%(761:E@364:7% A950621%0%
((C 192%+::E72>>%:?%692%P:1E% %
/C (6>%>0534:@>72>>% A950621%S%
TC (6>%5>327E573<% A950621%N%
AC (6>%@7>251395FB2%14392>% %
A950621%L%

OC D5621%
SC V:E%
NC \47215B>%

A950621>%b%W%c%
A950621>%0d%-%R%
%

(((C  $:H%6:%):>>2>>%692%P:1E%
/IC T<%692%P5GF1%692%\57751%692%/1J1%57E%692%!5F21753B2% A950621%e%
TC T<%.??721478>%57E%692%)142>69::E% A950621%0f%
AC T<%692%8:;217478%0147340B2>% A950621%00%
IC T<%7?:1G564:7%:?%692%51G<% A950621%0S%
&C 192%:00:>478%7536:1>% A950621%O0ON%
(=C &7621478%692%+::E%P57E% A950621%0L%
=C P472%47%692%P57E% A950621%0b%
=(C 192%(>>@2%:?%692%P57EK692%!2G0B2%57E%692%A46<% A950621%0c%

,26% N-The Glorious Church—reveals the full scope of the glorious church in the eternal plan of God
through four significant women in the Scriptures—Eve in Genesis 2, the wife in Ephesians 5, the woman in
Revelation 12, and the Bride in Revelation 21 and 22.

.;21;42HM%
(C God’s Plan and God’s Rest (Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2) A950621%0%
((C The Type of &2 (Genesis 2) A950621%S%
(((C The Body of Christ and the T14E2 :?%A914>Ephesians 5) A950621%N%
(=C “And 92 692%#74;21>5B%D:G57 Brought Forth...A Man-Child” A950621%L%
(Revelation 12) %
=C The Holy City, *2H%g21@>5B2G@evelation 21-22) A950621%b%
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The Economy of God— builds upon the revelation that man is composed of three parts—spirit, soul and
body—to unveil the central revelation—“the mark”—of the Bible, that the Triune God desires to dispense
Himself into man for His full expression in the church. This book reveals the move of the Divine Trinity and
gives believers practical ways to cooperate with Him for the fulfillment of His eternal plan.

ISFB2%:7%A:76276>M%% —

1. The Economy of the Triune God /“!“# P H\‘\k
2. The All-sufficient Spirit J_;’ . . A N\
3. The Residence of the Divine Spirit . 7 e e "-,I |
4. The Key to the Indwelling Spirit L (serm ) |
5. The Persons of God and the Parts of Man '1. \l"\_q______/l r ,."
6. The Inward and the Hidden Parts \‘1 S SOUL ol
7. The Function of the Inward and the Hidden Parts N BODY -
8. Dealing with the Heart and the Spirit ““':: -
9. Dealing with the Soul g R
10. The Digging of Our Inward and Hidden Parts I;'/f /"fm nsﬁx‘“\\\.\
11. Discerning the Spirit from the Soul II,.-" .fr’ g \//A". "".
12. Man and the Two Trees | |' . I:’f e 1 | |
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22. The Covering of God’s Building W -
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24. The Vision of the Mark of God’s Economy ~_ BODY
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The Knowledge of Life—reveals that God’s desire to gain a full, corporate expression in man—with man
bearing His image and exercising His authority—can be attained only through God’s own life. Furthermore,
knowing and experiencing the divine life becomes our experience through Christ’s death and resurrection.
This book illuminates the path that leads to life, beginning from regeneration and advancing to the inward
sense of life.
I5FB2%:?%A:76276>M%

What Is Life?

What Is the Experience of Life?

The First Experience of Life—Regeneration

That Which Is Gained through Regeneration

The Sense of Life

The Fellowship of Life

The Sense of the Spirit and Knowing the Spirit

The Difference between Spirit and Soul

Three Lives and Four Laws
. The Law of Life
. The Inward Knowledge
. What Is the Growth of Life?
. The Outlet of Life
. Light and Life

© X0 Ok WD
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—=
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T5>43%8&B2G276>1%=:B%0O

The Mystery of Human Life

The Assurance, Security, and Joy
of Salvation

The Precious Blood of Christ

Calling on the Name of the Lord

The Key to Experiencing Christ—
the Human Spirit

T5>43%&B2G276>1%=:B%S

A Time with the Lord

A Simple Way to Touch the Lord

Deep Calls unto Deep

T5>43%&B2G276>1%=:B%N

Two Principles of Living

The Way to Build Up the Church

Pray-reading the Word

The All-inclusive Christ

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

The Glorious Church

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5
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The Economy of God

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16

Chapter 17

Chapter 18

Chapter 19

Chapter 20

Chapter 21

Chapter 22

Chapter 23

Chapter 24

The Knowledge of Life

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14
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Ministry Excerpts

VH#PV (PP (*+%!$&%P."1Q,%AMN(,,(.*%!.%%$(,%"&A.=&"Y%

The Lord’s commission is His recovery, and His recovery today is to recover Christ as life, to recover the
church as our living, to recover the enjoyment of Christ as everything to us, and to recover all the
significances of the church life for the purpose of not only preaching the gospel but also spreading the truth. I
believe that this is the unique reason that He has given us nearly all the truths in today’s Christianity. He
has given us His truths for us to spread them not only to Christians but even to the unbelievers. The entire
globe is under darkness. Every human being on the earth needs to hear the truth, but our spreading of the
precious truths we have received has been strongly limited. There have been many strong testimonies
concerning people getting attracted and caught by the notes in the Recovery Version, but who has the burden
to go out and spread these truths?

It breaks my heart to see some practicing to have another ministry, using the material of the ministry. We
all have to pray, “Lord, rescue me from my ambition to be somebody in the recovery.” We should only know the
truths of God’s New Testament economy. We only use one way by one accord, prayer, the Spirit, and the Word.
This is what I believe the Lord is after, and this is what we all expect in the depths of our being. Everyone will
feel happy about this.

We do not need to do that much. We just need to go out with a pure heart, without anything to ourselves
but all things to Him. Just go out with all the truths and the Recovery Version to read to people. I assure you
that you will catch someone every week. You do not need to preach your teaching or your kind of doctrine with
your terminology. We have to see what the Lord’s recovery is. The Lord’s recovery has been commissioned
with a big enterprise to spread the Lord’s truths. He has given us the truths which we are holding. But we
need the faithful, pure-hearted ones, who do not have any intention to live to themselves but to Him, to go out
to spread these “gold bar” truths. There is no need for you to preach or teach in your way. Open up the
Recovery Version and read some of the notes with the hungry ones...If you use the “gold bar” (the Recovery
Version), the rainbow booklets, and all the Life-studies, and present them to the believers and unbelievers all
the time, within three months you will get one person. I believe that you may even get one person every week.
In the Lord’s ministry, we are not building something to ourselves but something altogether to Him...If we go
out to read the notes of the Recovery Version to people, they will be caught...If we spread these truths, we will
become the faithful servants to serve food to the Lord’s people at the appointed time (Matt. 24:45). Then we
will fulfill the commission of the Lord’s recovery.

Let us rise up to go full-time, either by dropping our jobs to go out or by remaining in our jobs to make
more money and give every cent to the Lord’s move. Then the Lord’s move will not be short of men or money.
We will be short of nothing. If the Lord can gain ten thousand saints in the United States to go full-time with
one kind of teaching, one kind of preaching, one kind of material, one kind of publication, one kind of way, and
everything one kind, this will be our morale! The wise way is that we all take the full-time way and speak the
same thing, think the same thing, present the same thing, and teach the same thing, having the same
essence, appearance and expression. Then we will have the morale, the impact, to defeat the enemy. This is

what the Lord needs! (Elders' Training, Book 8: The Life-Pulse of the Lord's Present Move, pp. 124-127)
#'%!..P,%V."%P&/(*+%!$&%$.\&%\&&! (*+,K!$&%D."%/* 1%6!$&%,)("(1%

At present, our greatest need is to learn how to lead the home meetings...Our “tools” clearly consist of two
items: the Word of God—the Bible—and the Spirit of God...If we are to lead the home meetings, we first need
to be equipped with a store of the Lord’s word. Not only should we read the Bible, but we should also read the
spiritual books in the Lord’s recovery to help us know such things as God’s economy, the dispensing of the
Triune God, and the mystery of human life.

Studying depends on our heart. If we want to know the truth, we must set our hearts on the truth and
spend much time in thorough study. Even though most people say they do not have enough time to read, I
would still suggest that you learn to grasp the odd moments throughout the day. You should place books like
the Bible, the life-studies, and Truth Lessons all over your house so that you can use your time well by
reading at any time in any place. There is a saying, “Whenever you open a book, you will be benefitted.” If you
read much, you will spontaneously love to read. I hope that we all could read the Bible and the ministry books
to such an extent that we would read only the headlines of the newspapers and not be interested in watching
television; we would read the Lord’s word with great relish. Although we still have to work, eat, and carry on
our daily routine as usual, we can still do our best to grasp each extra moment and diligently read the Word.
This will help us to have intimate fellowship with the Lord and to obtain a good supply from the Lord. In this
way the Lord’s word will be gradually deposited into our inward parts until it saturates our being, so that all
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we think about is just His word and all we speak will spontaneously also be just His word. When we go out to
knock on doors or to lead a home meeting, we will be able to boldly speak and minister the Lord’s word.

The second “tool” for leading the home meetings is the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord Himself. Today the
worldly religion either has the demonic spirits or is without any spirit, but we have the Holy Spirit. God is
Spirit, and the third of the Divine Trinity is the Spirit. The Lord Jesus as the Son also passed through death
and resurrection to be transfigured into the Spirit. Consummately, God leads us by being such a Spirit who
indwells us. I am more than eighty years old and I am still here laboring with all my strength. The saints
often worry about me, and my wife especially is afraid that I will be too tired. Instead of feeling tired,
however, I have been strengthened by working more because I have the covering and supply of the Lord’s
Spirit.

When we love the Lord, are joined to the Lord, draw near to Him, fellowship with Him, read His Word,
hate sins, and confess our sins as soon as we have been contaminated, then this pneumatic Lord is with us in
our experience. He is one with us and He is in us, speaking and acting together with us. Thus, when we go out
to knock on doors and lead the home meetings, we must first believe that He speaks when we speak, and He
moves when we minister to others. At the same time, we must also pray and ask the Lord to speak in our
speaking, telling the Lord that we would speak only when He speaks.

Many times when we speak for the Lord we are not so eloquent, but people truly are supplied. Actually,
this is not our doing but the working of the Word and the Spirit within us. When we speak God’s word, the
Word of God, which is Spirit and life, supplies people with the Spirit and life. As a result, when people hear it,
they are infused with the divine element. The Word and the Spirit are our “tools.” (The Furtherance of the New
Way for the Lord's Recovery, pp. 67-69)

L& (*+%#)%/)). (FN&*!,%!. %! &/ASY% ! $&Y0)H#" &% "#!1$%

If you only give the new ones a sheet of paper with points of the truth on it, they may not respect it very
much. After using it, it might be put aside. However, if you would recommend these books [originally referring
to the New Life Lessons series but similarly applicable to the ministry literature set series], telling them that
this series will [be progressive with levels and volumes], they will be impressed. When they see a set of books
like this, they will respect them, keep them, and treasure them.

You do not need to teach them lesson by lesson as we have done in the past one or two years...You do not
need to use the entire lesson. Circle or mark out certain paragraphs and teach them these certain paragraphs
in about twenty minutes or at the most thirty minutes. Give them an assignment, telling them that they have
to read the rest of the paragraphs.

You have to get yourself familiar with all the truth lessons. Then you can tell them that this set of
[lessons] is in a good order. If they want to know where the Bible came from, there is [a] lesson to tell them.
This will not be a lesson book to them, but their reading material. It is written in such a way that everybody
can read it. They may not understand certain phrases, or terminology temporarily, but gradually they will
pick them up.

If they have a question about who Jesus Christ is, show them a lesson telling them who Jesus Christ is.
Ask them to read that lesson with much prayer. Then they will get the full knowledge of Jesus Christ. If they
want to know what the church is, show them a lesson on the church. In other words, give them a little portion
for your teaching, but assign them to read the rest of the paragraphs of a certain lesson.

They also need a complete Bible including the Old Testament...Also encourage them to get a copy of the
Recovery Version of the New Testament because they can read all the notes. After this, recommend to them
our publications, such as the rainbow booklets, the Life-study Messages, and the many other small books.
Encourage them to get these publications gradually and lead them to grow into the habit of reading the Bible
and the spiritual books. (Being Desperate and Living Uniquely for the Gospel, pp. 41-42)
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Scripture Reading: Matt. 24:45; 1 Cor. 3:2a; 1 Tim. 4:6

Focus: We must learn how to conduct appointments and Bible studies with people using ministry materials
in a living, flexible way to teach and nourish people that they receive “food at the appointed time.”

(C D2% 722E% 6:% B2517% 9:H% 6:% @>2% 692% T4FB2% 57E% >@RBE8BEB 0 6:% F1478% 02:0B2% 6:%
>5B;564:7%57E%6:%7:@14>9%692GM%

A. From the time we begin to contact people, we must learn not to speak idle words, common
words, or our own words.

B. We should open the Recovery Version of the Bible and read a few verses with the footnotes;
when we read the important verses to someone and then read the footnotes with them, they
will definitely be touched.

C. When we are meeting in home meetings with someone, we must observe in what areas they are
lacking; once we sense a lack in a certain area, we must immediately find pertinent messages
to go over with them in order to nourish and to perfect them.

D. We also need to choose appropriate spiritual publications and carry two or three with us and

prepare ourselves by finding a few suitable verses; this is to learn how to use the Bible.
(C D2%G@>6%B2517%9:H%6:%@>2%G474>61<%G562145BM%

A. We should precede each portion with a few crucial verses; every time we meet together, we should
first pray-read the verses.

B. In reading the publications, we should not be dull or monotonous and we should avoid reading
together except when we come across the crucial sentences.

C. The best way to read is for each one to read one sentence.

D. We should focus on the main points; when we come to the main points, we should read with
emphasis; we should also ask questions to highlight the main points.

E. Inteaching we must minister Christ and point out the things related to the Spirit and life.

((C T4FB2%P2>>:7>%,2142>% G562145B>% :7% 3216547% F::J>9Y0V4682% :1% 6:043>% :?% 61@69% G5<% F2%
@>2E%7?B2X4FB<%533:1E478%6:%692%722EM%

A. Scripture Reading - contains key verses from the New Testament Recovery Version; the
selected verses lay the foundation for your study; select a few verses to pray over for spiritual
nourishment.

B. Key Points - serve as a brief outline of a Bible section or truth topic and should provide the
structure for your study of the truth; be flexible to cover all or only part of the points according
to the need.

C. Focus and Experience - brings your study of each lesson into focus on certain main points of
truth or necessary Christian experiences and may serve as a direction for prayer.

D. Ministry Excerpt — reinforces the main points of truth or Christian experience covered in the
lesson; take turns to read sentence by sentence and fellowship over the main points.

E. Review Questions — helps new ones speak back what they have received and confirms their
understanding of the truths being covered; may be used to stimulate fellowship and need not be
covered entirely.

F. Word Studies — may be referred to as needed to clarify the understanding of biblical or ministry
terminology that may be foreign to them.
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Review Roman numeral three from this outline to familiarize yourself with the basic components and
features of the “Bible Lesson Series.” It is intended that these components be used livingly and flexibly
depending on the maturity and hunger of the one you are meeting with and the amount of time you
have available.

Practice taking an hour to conduct a “practice appointment” (note: Bible study, appointment, or home
meeting are all understood here as a one-on-one or two-on-one contact with someone to be nourished by
reading through a portion of the Word or the ministry together) with your companion(s) using the
attached two “Bible Lesson Series” lessons. Practice alternately taking 20-30 minutes each to “lead” the
appointment using one of the Bible lessons. Save some time at the end of each session to have some
open, mutual fellowship on what worked well and what could be improved so that you can learn from
one another and coordinate with one another.

In an actual appointment, where two of you may be jointly leading the appointment, it is important to
learn how to coordinate with one another by learning how to build off what one another says, not
speaking all-inclusively, pausing after you have spoken for a while to allow the other to speak, and
learning how to follow and build on one another’s fellowship.

Also, practice to “let the reading do the speaking.” Learn to emphasize points by re-reading key verses
or key ministry portions and leading the new ones to repeat or re-speak the key points using the same
words or phrases in the verses or in the ministry.

Additional Bible Lessons can be downloaded at this link for your ongoing use:
9660Maa8635C@>a0E?aT4FB435BP2>>:7>a%

Please note these lessons are still under development and are intended for your local use and practice
in shepherding. They should not be widely distributed or reproduced for other purposes. Please send
any feedback, corrections, positive experiences, or areas for improvement to info@gtca.us, include
“Bible Lesson Series” or “BLS” in the subject line.
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BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: FUNDAMENTALTRUTH

@ During the week read through the Further Reading if you have time.
The Speciality, Generality, and Practicality of the Church Life, Chapter |

REVIEW QUESTIONS

@ Answer the Review Questions, which are based directly upon the lesson contents.
Question One
What is the difference between “the faith” (objective faith) and “faith”
(subjective faith) according to the revelation of the New Testament?
Answer One

(Ref: | Tim. 1:19%)
Question Two
Present to one another the six major items of the Christian faith.
Cite at least one appropriate verse reference for each.
Answer Two

(Ref: II.A-F)
Question Three
How should we handle the faith both positively and negatively?
Answer Three

(Ref: Il IV. - Be nourished with it and fight for it

® Consider and discuss the following Discussion Questions.

I. What does it mean that the faith is our speciality?

2. What is the sole basis on which we receive the believers (Rom. 14:1—15:13)?

3. What are examples of proper receiving and improper rejection of the
believers on the basis of the Christian faith?

GBIBLES
ror AMERICA
- L
The text of this guide has drawn heavily from the ministry of Witness Lee. Recovery Version is a registered trademark of Living Stream Ministry.
©2008 Bibles for America PO. Box 17537 « Irvine, CA 92623

OUR COMMON FAITH

© Read these verses. Select one verse to pray over as an opening prayer to this lesson.
Suggested Memory Verses are indicated by an *.
| Tim. 1:19
Holding faith and a good conscience, concerning which some, thrusting these
away, have become shipwrecked regarding the faith.

Acts 6:7
And the word of God grew, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem
multiplied greatly; and a large number of the priests obeyed the faith.
| Tim. 4:6%; 3:9
If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good minister of

Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith and of the good
teaching which you have closely followed.

Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
Jude 3*
Beloved, while using all diligence to write to you concerning our common

salvation, | found it necessary to write to you and exhort you to earnestly
contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.

2Tim. 4:.7*
| have fought the good fight; | have finished the course; | have kept the faith.

SUPPLEMENTAL VERSES AND NOTES

@ For more in-depth understanding, read these Supplemental Verses and Notes.
I Tim. 1:19% Acts 6:7% | Tim. 4:6%3;3:9'; Jude 33
Eph.4:132
Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge
of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ.

FOCUS AND EXPERIENCE

© Read the Focus Statement as a summary of the lesson’s main point.

As believers in Christ our speciality is the Christian faith—the contents of
what we believe; we must be nourished with the words of the faith to grow
in life and to minister Christ to others. Our basis for receiving the believers is
based uniquely upon the faith and we contend earnestly for it to maintain the
oneness of the Body of Christ.

Note: Portions of this lesson are shaded to outline a more condensed version of its content.




BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH

KEY POINTS

BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH

MINISTRY EXCERPT

@ Discuss the Key Points, which are based on the verses and notes listed. (Word Studies in bold.)

I. “The faith” is objective and refers to the things in which we believe; it is different
from “faith” which is subjective referring to our act of believing—I Tim [:19,

Il. “The faith,” that is, the objective faith, refers to what the believers believe in
concerning Christ and His redemptive work; the full contents of the faith
are composed of the entire revelation in the New Testament concerning
God’s New Testament economy—Acts 6:72; | Tim. I:1', par. 2:

A. The Bible is the Word of God, divinely inspired by God and is the very
breath of God—2 Pet. 1:21% 2 Tim. 3:167%

B. God is uniquely one but also triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit; the
three coexist and coinhere simultaneously—1 Cor. 8:4, 6% | Tim. 2:5';

Matt. 3:16-17'; John 14:7",

C. Christ was the very God in eternity and became a man in time; His deity is
complete and His humanity is perfect; hence, He is both God and man,
possessing both divinity and humanity—john 1:1%°14"2 par. |; John 20:28';
Rom. 9:5'; | Tim. 2:5%,

D. The work of Christ: Christ became a man in incarnation, died on the cross
for our redemption, rose from the dead for our regeneration, ascended to

the heavens to be the Lord of all, and will come back as the Bridegroom to
the church—John 1:14% | Pet. 2:24'; | Pet. 1:3% John 3:29-30".

E. Salvation: A sinner must repent to God and believe in Christ for forgiveness
of sins, for redemption, for justification, and for regeneration in order that he
may have the eternal life to become a child of God and a member of Christ—
Mark 1:15%3; John 3:16% Acts 2:38% Rom. 3:24°, John 3:6%, 36, |:12%
| Cor 12:27.

F. The church is composed of all the genuine believers in Christ, as the Body
of Christ and is universally one; a local church, as the expression of the Body of
Christ, is locally one—one city, one church—Eph. 1:22% 23"; Col. 1:24,
Eph. 4:4";Rev. 111",

I

. We need to nourish ourselves with the words of the faith so that we can grow in
life, minister Christ to others, hold the mystery of the faith, and arrive together at
the oneness of such a faith— Tim. 4:6% 3, Eph. 4:132,

IV. We should also fight the good fight of the faith, earnestly contend for the faith,
and keep the faith so that we may be rewarded by the Lord at His second
appearing— | Tim. 6:12; Jude 3%2Tim. 47"

© The following Ministry Excerpt provides further exposition on this topic. Read as time permits.
he speciality of the church life is the faithin the New Testament the word

faith is used with two different meanings. First, it means the action of believing

(Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:8; Heb. I I:1).We have faith in the Lord Jesus, and this is the
action of believing. This is the subjective meaning of the word faith. There is also the
second meaning, that is, the objective meaning of the word faith. Faith used in this way
refers to the things in which we believe, the object of our faith, our belief (Titus 1:4;
Rev. 14:12;2Tim. 4:7). So when we say the speciality of the church life is the faith, we
mean the faith which is the object of our believing. This is what we call our Christian
faith. As Christians we have a unique faith.

Paul said he fought the good fight and kept the faith (2 Tim. 4:7), and he also charged
Timothy to fight the good fight of the faith (I Tim. 6:12). Jude told us to contend
for the faith which was once delivered to the saints (Jude 3).The faith mentioned in
these verses does not mean our believing action, but refers to the things in which we
believe for our salvation and for the church life... Thus, the faith is something unique,
something specific, something special. Therefore, in the church life we have only one
thing that is specific or special. That is the faithour Christian faith, which is composed
of the beliefs concerning the Bible, God, Christ, the work of Christ, salvation,
and the church.

The faith is the speciality of the church life. This is something very specific, very special.
Concerning these points of our Christian faith there should be no argument. If we are
going to fight for something, we have to fight for this. There is no need for us to fight
for other things.We have to fight the good fight of such a faith (I Tim. 6:12).We have
to contend for such a faith (Jude 3).We have to teach and preach such a faith.

All Christians are the same in the faith, but we may be very, very different in the
doctrines...Then what shall we emphasize? Shall we emphasize the doctrines? If so,
we will become divisive and eventually will be divided. We should not emphasize the
doctrines, but only our Christian faith. We can emphasize this because with the faith
there is no argument. In the faith we have no problems. We all are the same.

Witness Lee, The Speciality, Generality, and Practicality of the Quxdteibiféiving Stream Ministry, 1983),7-8, 12, 14.

WORD STUDIES

God’s New Testament Economy:the central revelation of the New Testament, con-
cerning God's plan to dispense Himself in Christ as the Spirit into all His believers
for the building up of His Body, the church (Eph. 1:10; 3:9; | Tim. 1:3-4).




BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN
REVIEW QUESTIONS

The Need of the Moral - Life’s Regenerating

SCRIPTURE READING

@ Answer the Review Questions, which are based directly upon the lesson contents.

Question One
What does it mean to be born anew or regenerated?

Answer One

(Ref:1l.and IlI.)

Question Two
What was the significance of Christ being lifted up in the form of the serpent?
Answer Two

(Ref::1V))

Question Three
What is eternal life and how can we be regenerated to have eternal life?
Answer Three

(Ref::V)

Question Four
What is the positive issue or goal of our being regenerated?
Answer Four

(Ref:V1.)

GBIBLES
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© Read these verses. Select one verse to pray over as an opening prayer to this lesson.
Suggested Memory Verses are indicated by an *.

John 3:5%
Jesus answered, Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

John 3:6*
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:14
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up.

John 3:16*
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone
who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.

John 3:29
He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who
stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom’s voice.
This joy of mine therefore is made full.

John 3:30
He must increase, but | must decrease.

SUPPLEMENTAL VERSES AND NOTES

@ For more in-depth understanding, read these Supplemental Verses and Notes.

John 3:2!, 33,52 62 14!, 16'%, 30!

Note: Portions of this lesson are shaded to outline a more condensed version of its content.




BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN

FOCUS AND EXPERIENCE

© Read the Focus Statement as a summary of the lesson’s main point.

To enter God's kingdom, we need to be born anew, regenerated with the
eternal life by believing into Christ. Only in this way can God deal with Satan's
nature in us and make us Christ's bride.

KEY POINTS

@ Discuss the Key Points, which are based on the verses and notes listed. (Word studies in bold.)

I. The Lord's commitment to man is not in miracles, but only in life that
man might be regenerated and God might be multiplied— John 3:1".

[Il. Man must be born anew - born of water and of the Spirit - to be ter
minated and germinated to see and enter the kingdom of God—
John 3:3'3, 3:5%

. To be born anew is to be born of the divine Spirit in our human
spirit—john 3:6%

IV. The Lord was lifted up on the cross to be the reality of the bronze
serpent, our Substitute, to deal with the poisonous nature of Satan
within us—John 3:14'.

V. When we believe into God'’s only begotten Son, He deals with the
serpentine nature in us and we are regenerated with eternal life—John
315!, 16"

VI.Regeneration makes the believers the corporate bride for Christ's
increase—jJohn 3:29-36, 30, 31"

WORD STUDIES

Regeneration: to be born anew, to be born from God. It is the termination
of people of the old creation and the germination of people of the new cre-
ation with the divine life. It is accomplished in the human spirit by the Holy
Spirit with God's life.

BIBLE LESSONS SERIES: JOHN

MINISTRY EXCERPT

© The following Ministry Excerpt provides further exposition on this topic. Read as time permits.

egeneration requires two elements—water and Spirit. On the
negative side, the water terminates us; on the positive side, the
Spirit germinates us. In this way we experience a new birth and
become a new being. Birth always produces a being. When a child

is born, this means a new being is produced.

| hope that all the saints, especially those who have been saved in recent years,
will have a clear understanding concerning their salvation.When we believed

in the name of the Lord Jesus, we were regenerated to become a new being.
Regeneration does not simply mean that we put away the things from the past
and have a new beginning. Regeneration is a matter of terminating our old being
and being generated to have a new being produced in us. With our old being
we have the natural life, and with the new being we have the divine life. What
we were was of the old life, the human life. What we received through regen-

eration is a new life, the divine life. This divine life is the seed of our new being.

Regeneration is absolutely not a matter of imitating what Christians do or
repeating what they say. To be regenerated is to receive another life, eternal life,
the life of God. Before we believed in the Lord Jesus, we did not have this divine
life. But from the time we believed in the Lord and called on His name, we have
had the life of God. When we were regenerated, the divine life was imparted
into us to make us a new being. This is regeneration, which is both a mystery

and a sign.

Witness Lee, The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings of John (Anaheim: Living
Stream Ministry, 1991), 69, 70

FURTHER READING

@ During the week read through the Further Reading if you have time.
Life-study of John, Messages 8 -10; The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John, Messages 6 - 7
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We need to learn to use the Bible and spiritual publications to nourish people. From the time we
begin to contact people, we must learn not to speak idle words, common words, or our own words.
The best thing is to read a good book, especially the Bible. The Bible is the world-renowned classic of
classics and is the highest book in the human race. Although people may not believe it and may even
oppose it, they still would admit that the teachings in the Bible are the highest. When you go to
contact someone, you should open the Bible and read a few verses to him. It is especially good to read
our Recovery Version because there are footnotes for all of the crucial verses. When you read the
important verses to someone and then read the footnotes with him, he will definitely be touched.
Once he is stirred up inwardly, you can then explain the footnotes to him, and he will surely be
receptive.

Besides the Bible, we still have many spiritual publications such as The Mystery of Human Life.
This title elicits respect, and the content is not something common. It is not about going to heaven;
that is too shallow. The Mystery of Human Life is the key to open up people’s hearts. This booklet
stirs up people’s interest, causing them to want to read it, to discover something uncommon and to
see the mystery of the four keys. Whether you read it to a person or he reads it himself, you need to
observe his facial expression. Once you detect that there is an opening in him, stop reading and ask
him directly how he feels. Then ask him to pray with you. Once he prays in the name of the Lord, he
is saved. However, there is another half step, the other foot, which is baptism. At this time, you must
quickly get the water ready, not giving him any chance to have second thoughts, and baptize him
immediately. As soon as he is baptized, it is as if you have made a contract and had it signed. Later,
when you meet with him in his home, you must continue the use of the Bible and spiritual
publications. When you are meeting in the home meetings with him, you must observe in what areas
he 1s lacking. Once you sense the lack in a certain area, you must immediately find pertinent
messages and go over them with him to nourish and to perfect him.

Among us are a large number of spiritual publications, close to one thousand, on all kinds of
topics. Every message is appealing. We need to choose appropriate publications and carry two or
three with us. We also need to prepare ourselves by finding a few suitable verses; this is to learn how
to use the Bible. Then when you go to the next level of visitation, you should not begin with idle
words but rather say to him, “This Bible verse is very good. Please read it.” According to my
experience, eight out of ten people after reading it would say, “I want to buy this book. I want to have
this Bible.” (Rising up to Preach the Gospel, p. 104)

P&/"*(*+%$.D%!.%#,8&%!$&%" &/](*+%\V'&"(/P%

One point needs special attention: In selecting the reading material, we should precede each
portion with a few crucial verses. Every time we meet together, we should first have the attendants
pray-read the verses. This will plant the Lord’s word into man’s heart. His word is living, operative,
and full of power. We hope that those who come to the meeting will receive nourishment and truth
and will testify that we are here for the spreading of the gospel and the presenting of the truth.

Do not underestimate the practice of pray-reading in the meetings. There are three to four
meetings a week, and fifty-two weeks in a year. In time, the deposit will add up. As the saints pray-
read the Lord’s words into them, these words become a deposit in them and serve as their timely
supply. We need to pay much attention to this. Never neglect this practice by saying that there is not
enough time for pray-reading. No matter how long the meeting is, there should always be three to
five minutes for pray-reading a few verses. Even if there is not enough time, we should still take care
of this, because this is an indispensable element of the meeting.

In reading the publications, do not be dull or monotonous. A few ways of reading should be
avoided. First, we should not have everyone read together except when we come across the crucial
sentences. If the whole congregation reads through half a message or an entire message together,
that will kill the meeting. Next, we should not have one person read through an entire paragraph.
According to my experience, observation, and personal investigation, the best way to read in the
small group meetings and the home meetings is for each one to read one sentence. This kind of
reading may be difficult at the beginning, but in time it will become easy. I hope all the halls, small
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groups, and home meetings will promote this kind of reading. I would like to see this practice
developed until it becomes our “family tradition.”

In teaching, we should help the saints to focus on the main points. Take John 3:16 as an
example. It says that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. We need to learn to
bring out the word gave; that is a main point. Lead the saints to emphasize the word gave. Repeat
that word. Learn to point out the main points. We do not need to spend much time to explain them.
The saints will realize by our hints what the main points are. We must see that our exposition does
not carry much weight. The most effective way is to bring out the Lord’s word and have everyone
pray-read it, directing everyone to the main points. In this way, we will provide everyone with the
opportunity to function. No one will stand idle. In order to achieve this, we need to continually lead
the brothers and sisters to practice this in the meetings. I believe that in fewer than six months the
church in Taipei will produce a model for others to follow. (Crucial Words of Leading in the Lord’s
Recovery, Book 1, pp. 228-229)
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CRUCIAL VERSES CONCERNING THE WORD OF GOD

\566C%LML% But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that proceeds out through the mouth of God."

P@J2%0OMS% Even as those who from the beginning became eyewitnesses and ministers of the word
have delivered them to us,

P@J2%RMOO% Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.%

0:97%0MOI%0L% In th¥beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
OLAnd the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory
as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

0:97%bMSL% Truly, truly, I say to you, He who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has
eternal life, and does not come into judgment but has passed out of death into life.%

0:97%cMcN% It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to
you are spirit and are life.

0:97%0dMOd% Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

/36>%SMLO% Those then who received his word were baptized, and there were added on that day about
three thousand souls.%

136>%LMLI%NOF% But #hany of those who heard the word believed; and the number of men came to about
five thousand.
NOF%md they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with
boldness.%

/36>%cMLI1%d% But%ve will continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the word.
d And the word of God grew, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied
greatly; and a large number of the priests obeyed the faith.

/36>%RMLI%Sb%  Thd$é therefore who were scattered went throughout the land announcing the word as
the gospel.
Sb They therefore, having solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, returned to
Jerusalem; and they announced the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans.

136>%00MOI%0eF%And @he apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles
also had received the word of God.
OeF speaking the word to no one except Jews only.

/36>%0SMSL%  But the word of God grew and multiplied.%

136>%0ONMbI%ScF1%%mnd kvhen they were in Salamis, they announced the word of God in the

LLI%LRI%Le% synagogues of the Jews. And they also had John as their attendant.
ScF To us the word of this salvation has been sent forth.
LL And on the following Sabbath almost all the city gathered together to hear the word of
God.
LR And the Gentiles, hearing this, rejoiced and glorified the word of the Lord; and as many
as were appointed to eternal life believed.
Le%nd the word of the Lord was carried through the whole region.

/36>%0LMN% Therefore they spent a considerable amount of time speaking with boldness in the Lord,
who testified to the word of His grace by granting signs and wonders to be done through
their hands.%

/36>%0bMd31%NbF% Thi®ugh my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.
NbF%eaching and announcing the word of the Lord as the gospel with many others also.%

/136>%0RMbI%00% Andlwhen both Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was constrained by
the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.
OO8md he remained there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.%
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/36>%0eMOfl%Sf%  A@fl this took place for two years, so that all those dwelling in Asia heard the word of
the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.
SfAThus, the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.%

136>%SfMNS% And now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up
and to give you the inheritance among all those who have been sanctified.%

":GC%OfMRI%0d% BuRwhat does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart," that is,
the word of the faith which we proclaim,
Od%o faith comes out of hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.%

0%A:1C%OMOR% For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God.

0%A:1C%OSMR% For to one through the Spirit a word of wisdom is given, and to another a word of
knowledge, according to the same Spirit;%

S%A:1C%bMOeF% nd has put in us the word of reconciliation.

S%A:1C%cMd%  In the word of truth, in the power of God; through the weapons of righteousness on the
right and on the left,%

+5BC%cMc% But let him who is instructed in the word share in all good things with him who instructs.%

&09C%OMON%  In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation, in Him
also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the promise,%

&09C%bMSc% That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,%

&09C%cMOd% And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of
God,%

)94BC%SMOc%  Holding forth the word of life, so that I may have a boast in the day of Christ that I did not
run in vain nor labor in vain.%

A:BC%OMDbFI%SbF% Of bFhich you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,
SbF%/hich was given to me for you, to complete the word of God,%

A:BC%NMOCc% Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to
God.%

A:BC%LMN% Praying at the same time for us also, that God would open to us a door for the word, to
speak the mystery of Christ (because of which also I am bound),%

0%!92>C%OMR% For from you the word of the Lord has sounded out; not only in Macedonia and in Achaia,
but in every place, your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need of saying
anything.%

S%!92>C%NMO% Finally, brothers, pray concerning us, that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified,
even as it is also with you;%

0%!4GC%LMcF% Being nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which you have
closely followed.%

0%!4GC%bMOdF%Especially those who labor in word and teaching.

0%!4GC%CcMN% If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness,%

S%!4GC%OMON% Hold a pattern of the healthy words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love
which are in Christ Jesus.%

S%!4GC%SMel%Ob%n wlach I suffer evil unto bonds as a criminal; but the word of God is not bound.
ObBe diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed workman, cutting
straight the word of the truth.
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S%!4GC%LMS%

146 @>%0OMe%

$2FC%LMOS%

$2FC%bMON%

$2FC%CcMOI%b%

$2FC%ONMd%

Proclaim the word; be ready in season and out of season; convict, rebuke, exhort with all
long-suffering and teaching.%

Holding to the faithful word, which is according to the teaching of the apostles, that he
may be able both to exhort by the healthy teaching and to convict those who oppose.%

For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than any two-edged sword, and
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit and of joints and marrow, and able to
discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart.%

For everyone who partakes of milk is inexperienced in the word of righteousness, for he is
an infant;%

The@kfore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be brought on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith in God,
b And have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

Remember the ones leading you, who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering
the issue of their manner of life, imitate their faith.

g5G2>%0OMORI%S0O%He BRught us forth by the word of truth, purposing that we might be a kind of

firstfruits of His creatures.
SO%herefore putting away all filthiness and the abundance of malice, receive in meekness
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.%

0%)26C%OMSNFI%Sb% hr&hfh the living and abiding word of God.

0%)26C%SMS%
0%g:97%O0MO3%

0%g:97%SMOL%

"2,C%0OMSI1%e%

"2;,C%NMR%

"2;C%cMeF%

"2;C%0eMON%
"2;C%SfMLF%%

Sb®But the word of the Lord abides forever.” And this is the word which has been
announced to you as the gospel.%

As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may grow
unto salvation,%

Concerning the Word of 1ife%

I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. I have
written to you, young men, because you are strong and the word of God abides in you and
you have overcome the evil one.%

WhS testified the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, even all that he saw.
e%dJohn, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus.%

I know your works; behold, I have put before you an opened door which no one can shut,
because you have a little power and have kept My word and have not denied My name.%

I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of
God and because of the testimony which they had.

And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called the Word of God.

And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and
because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his image,
and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

From Elders’ Training Book 5: Fellowship Concerning the Lord’s Up-to-date Move, p. 37. %
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